
 

 

Classification Process for Athletes with an Intellectual Impairment 

 
              Desire to compete in Para athletics, Para swimming, or Para table tennis 

Contact the National Governing Body for the sport. 
Contact available on https://paralympics.ie/paralympic-sports/summer-sports/  

 

Does the athlete meet the NGB criteria to apply for classification? 

Yes No NGB to nominate the athlete to PI classification 
manager and cover the application fee 

 

Athlete is not on the right stage of their 
sporting career to undergo classification  

 

Eligibility Criteria: 
1. Full scale IQ score of 75 or below  
2. Evidence of significant limitations in adaptive 

behaviour  
3. Evidence of age of onset before the age of 18 

Application form and support documentation to be 
submitted to PI and evaluated by the National 

Eligibility Officer (NEO) 
Guidance document and check list: 

https://paralympics.ie/intellectual-impairment-
eligibility/  

 

Was all correct documentation received? 

Application is sent back 
to athlete for review  

Application is sent to Virtus for Primarily 
Eligibility Check  

Athlete’s primarily eligibility is confirmed, 
and name is included on Virtus Masterlist  

Athlete is not eligible 
for the sport   

No 

Athlete is eligible to compete at national level and apply for sport-
specific evaluation within the Sport International Federation   

Yes 

Yes 

Yes No 

Is the athlete likely to 
meet the Virtus eligibility 
criteria according to the 

NEO analysis? 

Yes 

Athlete is not eligible 
for the sport   

No 

No 
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